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Summarize the plot of The Spirit of Cattail County. What are the themes of the novel?
Can you use quotes from the story to support your ideas? ELA-LITERACY RL 3.1,

Can you find an exomp|e of figuro’rive |onguoge like me’rophors or similes in The RL 3.3, RL3.10, RL 4.10,
Spirit of Cattail County? Explain what you think it means. Does the use of the RL 4.2, RL5.2,
mefophor or simile he|p you better understand the story or think about what it RL5.3 RL5.4 RL5.6
describes in a new way? ! RL 5.16 !

At the beginning of the book, Sparrow feels like an outcast. Why do you think dard
she feels this way? Have you ever felt different or left out? -Common Core Standards
Sparrow loves her house even +hough it's old and rickeTy. Why do you think she loves it so much? Is there a
specio| p|oce that you love? What do you like about it? Do other peop|e see the same beoufy you see or is it a
p|oce that means some’rhing on|y to you?

Why don't the people of Beulah like the Castos? If you lived in Beulah would you be friends with the
Castos? Why or why not?

Why do you think Elena wants to be a fortune teller? Do you think Elena and Sparrow have anything in
?
common’

Describe the different personohfies of Sparrow, Elena,Maeve, and Johnny‘ Which character is your favorite and
why? Who are you most like?

Auntie Geraldine is hiding a secret. Why do you think she is keeping this secret? How does hiding who she
is prevent her from loving Sparrow?

How are Auntie Geraldine and Sparrow alike? How are they different?

If The Spirit of Cattail County was told from Auntie Geraldine’s point of view, how might that change the
story?

Sparrow finds a picture of Mama. Written on the back of it is the phrase, love never says goodbye. What
do you think this mean? Do you believe love stays with us forever?

Eli, Elena’s uncle, encourages Sparrow and her friends to use the town archives to discover information
about the past. Have you ever searched your town's historical documents? Is there some‘rhing you've
o|woys wondered about your city or other p|oce of interest that you could learn more about ‘rhrough
research?

The Boy has an interesting history. While the Boy's backstory is fiction, did you know the Orphan Train
movement really happened? During 1853-1929 over 200,000 homeless and orphaned children ranging in
ages from 1 tol7 were p|oceo| on trains and sent West. Some children were odoered‘ Others were
indentured (forced to work for free for a period of time). Why do you think these children were sent West?
How do you think they felt?



Alabaster (Ch. 3)
Allegiance (Ch. 27)
Anomaly (Ch.1)
Archive (Ch. 21)
Beloved (Ch. 7)
Brackish (Ch. 2)
Cemetery (Ch. 6)
Charlatans (Ch. 3)
Congregation (Ch. 9)
Conjured (Ch. 4)
Corrosion (Ch.2)
Devoted (Ch. 7)
Everglades (Ch. 1)
Familiar (Ch. 2)
Fickle (Ch. 1)
Flea market (Ch. 21)
Forbidden (Ch. 10)
Formidable (Ch. 2)
Fortune Teller (Ch. 5)
Furrowed (Ch. 8)
Generations (Ch. 2)

Humidity (Ch. 6)
Hymns (Ch. 7)
Inquisitively (Ch. 10)
Invader (Ch. 12)
Luminous (Ch. 18)
Moseyed (Ch.3)
Off-Kilter (Ch. 7)
Omen (Ch. 1)
Oppressive (Ch. 6)
Philanthropy (Ch. 23)
Prankster (Ch. 10)
Pristinely (Ch. 4)
Prudent (Ch. 2)
Ramshackle (Ch. 2)
Skirmishes (Ch. 23)
Sulfurous (Ch.3)
Superstition (Ch. 12)
Tidbit (Ch. 3)
Undertow (Ch. 15)
Ushered (Ch. 9)
Vendor (Ch. 21)

The twe @[ them W a/a}ayﬂ been
different. She, a girl wha looked at

death. Fe, a %0/56 who looked Uike ﬂ'/@.

—The Spirit of Cattail County by Victoria Piontek

COMMON CORE STANDARDS
ELA-LITERACY

W3.3, W4, W5.3, W3.2, W4.2, W5.2,
W5.7, W5.8,

L4, L5
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Writing Prompt

Write about a p/oce that you
love. Use as many sensory

details (sight sound, sme//, fouch
and taste) as you can fo
describe it. Try to think of details
that on/y you mighf notice. If you
feel inspired use this piece of
c/escripﬁve writing as a setfing
for your own story.

Research & Writing

Research the Orphan Train Movement.
ook for primary source materials like
recorded interviews from orphan train
ric/ers, newspaper orfic/es, oc/verﬁsemenfs,
photographs and songs. When you're done
write a short research paper, draw a comic
or produce a slide show to teach someone
else about the Orphan Train. Don't forget
to provide a list of your sources.



